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The Show Must Go On!
(Tom White MCC President) 

Greetings All,  As my preacher said recently, would the one 
who has been praying for rain please stop!  Boy have we 
had the rain and there seems to be no end in sight. For 
those who fell victim to the recent flood, I can’t imagine 
what you are going through with the mess that will make. 
My hat goes off to you and we wish you the best as you 
recover.  

Now let’s talk Scarecrow for a minute. I heard someone 
comment recently that they hated to hear we were not 
going to be able to hold our Scarecrow Car Show because 
they were tearing up our location for development. No that 
is certainly not the case. Yes they are tearing up our former 

Scarecrow location for development by the City of Madison, but the Scarecrow Car Show WILL GO ON!!! 
We are currently in negotiations with the City of Madison as to where the new location will be, but we certainly 
will have a show in 2020, it is just a matter of where. We have even had an offer for a very nice, new location, 
but we think we will be able to announce soon our new location and we think it has the potential to make the 
show even better than it has been in the past, so stay tuned….Many of you were, I am sure, watching the 
Daytona 500 recently when Ryan Newman hit the wall on the last lap at close to 200 mph and went airborne 
coming down and being battered by other cars repeatedly and ending up with his car completely destroyed and 
on fire. I think we all held our breath as they got him out of the car and in to a waiting ambulance. As this is 
being written he has just walked out of the hospital on his 
own, between his two young daughters. What a beautiful 
sight that was and a testimony to the Man upstairs 
watching over him and the fantastic job that NASCAR 
has done in building those race cars and the safety 
equipment they have developed for them.  
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On a lighter note it was also in the news recently that 
a prototype of one of the new mid engine Corvettes 
was parked on a Detroit street overnight and when 
the driver came back the next day it was sitting on 
blocks with all 4 tires and rims gone. Welcome to 
Detroit! For you note takers, as of February 3rd, they 
are now making these cars with auto transports 
leaving the factory daily so we should be seeing 
some out here soon. Now as you know, I like to go 
back in time to see what was going on back then and 
in 1939, gas was 16.5 cents a gallon. In 1925, we had 

a crisis going on as men were marching with signs saying “We want beer”.   In 1918 you could buy a whole 
home from a Sears and Roebuck Catalog for under $1,300. In 1898 the Bayer Company began mass producing 
heroin as a remedy for coughs and colds.  In 1965, some barbershops would refuse to give you a beetles 
haircut. In 1920 Harley Davidson made a police motorcycle with a mobile booking cage attached to it. In 1952, 
Lucy and Desi Arnez were advertising that Phillip Morris Cigarettes did not give you a “cigarette hangover”. In 
1935 the first drive in theater opened in Los Angeles, California. And in 1904, Charles Rolls and Henry Royce 
made their first joint venture car. Well that’s all I have for this month. And remember, no matter how educated, 
talented, rich, or cool you believe you are, how you treat people ultimately tells all. Happy motoring and keep 
the shiny side up!  

Hemi Wars
Yesterday & Today (Henri Fuselier) 

In recent years, the Hemi engine has returned and started a new round of horsepower wars.  We see 
advertisements of Dodge Challengers racing through darkened city streets, tires smokin’ and engine 
sounds that rival the movie Top Gun when listening in surround sound.  Today you can go to your 
local Dodge dealer and purchase a new Challenger SRT Hellcat Redeye (isn’t that a mouthful) with 
an output rated at an incredible 797 Horsepower! Not only that, but you get 707 pound-feet of torque 
that result in the first mass produced factory stock car that can lift the front wheels during a launch 
from the starting line.  Impressive indeed!   

What about Hemi engines of Yesteryear?  A few 
months ago, I had the opportunity to visit the Wheels 
of Yesteryear museum and see two of the most 
powerfully factory equipped Dodges from 1971, the 
peak of the horse power wars until recently.  The 426 
factory Hemi was rated at 425 horsepower  and 490 
pound-feet of torque from the factory.  However, 
recently uncovered dyno sheets from Chrysler show 
the engine producing 470 horsepower, without full 
exhaust.  The museum had one of these engines in 
a 1971 ‘Cuda pictured below.  There were only 11 
built that year because that was all that were 
ordered.  The Hemi engine alone added more than 
30% to the sticker price AND voided standard 
warranty.  Additionally, insurance premiums could easily be higher than the car payments.  Parts and 
repairs were also much more expensive.   
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Let’s go back a few more years to another horsepower 
monster from Dodge, the Max Wedge. The museum 
had an awesome 1964 Plymouth 2 door coupe with 
one under the hood.  This engine had a displacement 
of 426 cubic inches and produced 415 horsepower. 
Also known as, the “Stage III” cars with this engine 
were only produced after 1963, as Chrysler did not 
have a manual transmission that could handle the 
power of the engine.  For the real beginnings of the 
Hemi engine, we have to go back to 1951.  With the 
1951 model year, Chrysler introduce a production car 
with and unheard of 180 horsepower. It had a 
revolutionary domed designed combustion chamber 

with a displacement of 331 cubic inches. They called it the 331 Hemi.   

FEBRUARY CRUISE IN 

JOIN US FOR OUR NEXT CRUISE IN MARCH 14 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

*NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT* 
Chris Gibbs of Madison, MS   
1972 Chevrolet 4x4 C-20  
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5 math formulas car nuts can actually use
This month we are back with our continued addition of Math, but the 
car guy & gal way! This month we look at Displacement and break 
down how engine numbers work… 
Displacement 
When you refer to an 
engine by a number (the 
Chevy 350, or Ford’s 5.0), 
you’re naming it not by 
configuration (V-8, inline-
four, straight-six) but by 
displacement. In terms of 
piston engines, rather than 
their rotary combustion 
counterparts, that is 
calculated in bore (or 
diameter of the cylinder) 
multiplied by the stroke 
(the piston’s vertical movement in the cylinder as measured at the piston's dead 
center), with a little pi thrown in for good measure. Most of the time the factory 
kindly figures this out for us, but if you bore out an engine’s cylinders or swaps 
crankshafts you’ll need to crunch the numbers to find the exact displacement. 
Here’s the formula written out: displacement = stroke x 3.14 x (0.5 x 
bore)2 x number of cylinders.  

FOR SALE 
1986 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 30 
(Asking $15,000 OBO) 
Contact Gary Stone 205-499-5421 Meridian, MS.   
Truck at this Eme is stored in Pascagoula, MS with second owner. 
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Upcoming Events  
 

 

03/07 COMO, MS  CRUISE THE BLUES 
03/6-7  BROOKHAVEN, MS  GOIN TO TOWN 

03/07 Bay St. Louis, MS 21st GNAT Nationals 
3/14 Richalnd, MS Cars & Coffee Swap Meet 

3/21 Pearl, MS Rankin Co. Career Center Car Show 
3/27-28 Pearl, MS Anything With Wheels Dixie Rod Run 

3/28 Newton, MS Loose Caboose Fest. 
3/28 Columbus, MS Columbus VFW Hot Rods & Harleys 

3/28 Brookhaven, MS  Show Out For Kidney Disease  
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Don’t Let This March Newsletter 
Be Your Last One In 2020 

Remit your 2020 MCC Membership 
Dues in the amount of $30.00 

By check mailed to:   
MS Classic Cruisers  

P.O. Box 592  
Madison, MS 39130 

Or Pay with a credit card on the 
MCC website  

www.msclassiccruisers.com 

Thanks To All Of You Who Have 
Already Paid Your 2020 

Membership Dues 
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REFFER A MEMBER 
ENCOURAGE YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO JOIN TODAY!!! 
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Our Sponsors
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