
Road Trip Planned for April, 28th! 

Story by MCC Member: Mike Martin 
 
 

Each year in the Spring of the year, the 
Mississippi Classic Cruisers club takes a 
“road trip”.  This year we are making a 
return visit to the Cotesworth 
Plantation in historic North Carrollton, 
Mississippi.  The date for the trip is 
Saturday, April 28th.  The Cotesworth 
Plantation House was built in 1848 by 
US Senator J.Z. George.  Senator George 
was a planter and lawyer in Leflore and 

Carroll Counties, MS.  Elected to the US Senate in 1881, he served until his death 
in 1897.  While in the Senate, he was instrumental in establishing the US 
Department of Agriculture and the US Land Grant College System.  He wrote the 
Mississippi Constitution in the 1890s.  Senator George is one of only two 
Mississippians honored with a stature in the Hall of Statues in the US Capital 
Building.  George County, Mississippi is named for him.  Cotesworth was actually a 
roadside inn which Senator George bought and transformed into a fine dwelling 
in 1848.  He built a unique octagon shaped library structure on the grounds, 
which still houses his extensive law book collection.   
 
Cotesworth was owned by successive generations of Senator George’s 
descendants.  His great granddaughter is Mrs. Katherine Williams.  Mrs. Williams 
sold the house, library and 5 acres to a non-
profit who now operate the structure under 
the Cotesworth Culture and Heritage 
Center.  Mrs. Williams owns all the land 
surrounding Cotesworth and operates a big 
cattle operation on that property.  The 
plantation house was used in the filming of 
the movie “The Help” and also “The Sound 
And The Fury”.  The town of North 
Carrollton was used in the filming of “The 
Reivers” with Steve McQueen back in the late 1960s.   



Katherine Williams’ son is Jay Williams.  Jay is a car guy to the max and owns over 
100 cars.  His property is down the road just a bit and we will be able to look over 
his collection.  Jay specializes in big old Imperial automobiles.  He also owns a 
1911 Detroit electric car that is not to be missed.  Our visit will coincide with a 
special “Cotesworth Day” held by the Cotesworth Culture and Heritage Center.   
 
The trip will start in the Madison Walmart parking lot located on Grandview Blvd., 
Madison, MS at Exit 108 off of I-55, Madison.  We will leave promptly at 8:00am 
April 28, 2018.  We will travel on I-55 to the Pickens Exit and then take the 
highway to Lexington, MS.  We will then get on Highway 17 and go north into 
Carrollton and then North Carrollton, MS.  We then will go on the highway about 
1 mile north to the entrance to Cotesworth which will be well marked.  The trip to 
Cotesworth is about 80 miles over really good roads.  The 2 lane roads let the 
group get more of a view of the countryside.  Food trucks will be on the premises.   
 
This is a special trip that all will not 
want to miss.  Please call Mike Martin 
601-906-1196 or email Mike at 
mikeamartin02349@gmail.com so 
that we can a head count on the folks 
that can go.  Members of the 
Mississippi Corvette Club and the 
Antique Vehicle Club of Mississippi will 
also be going.   
 
 

For more information on the Cotesworth Culture and Heritage Center,  
click here. 
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