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Is The World Ready

(Henri Fuselier MCC President)

All-electric vehicles, how “green” Are they really? I just saw a news story about that
ship in the Atlan<c that is on ﬁre with a bunch of electric cars. Porches, Audi’s and
some other brands. The big story was about how to ﬁght
the ﬁre and what would be the environmental impact of
all the burning lithium-ion baEeries. All the manufacturers seem to be moving all their cars to electric. Why? Is it
to be “Green” or meet CAFÉ standards? Several ci<es
around the world have enacted laws that will ban internal
combus<on engines in as liEle as two years.
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Is the world really ready to support this? Are they really that ‘Green”? Personally, I
think not. In my humble opinion, the best route now is Hybrid vehicles. The Infrastructure Bill has also been in the news lately. So, let’s take a quick look at that
through the lens of electric cars. I have read a lot about the fact that the power grid
that we have now could not support the demand for charging in most residen<al
neighborhoods. Most of the electric cars I see adver<se tout a 300-mile range and
then need at least 20 minutes on a special charger to get 60% of the baEery capacity.
For me to drive to visit my family in Illinois, driving an electric car would add an hour
travel <me if I would not have to wait for a charger at one of the few sta<ons I have

noted in my last couple of visits. I for one am not thrilled at this thought. Electric vehicles. That is a misnomer. They are baEery-powered. They do not make electricity,
they mostly use lithium-ion baEeries which are storage devices that dispense stored
electricity to power a motor. They depend on another source to generate electricity.
In the United States, electricity is, primarily generated by coal, uranium, natural gaspowered plants, or diesel-fueled generators. Not so green. 40% of the electricity in
the U.S is generated from coal-ﬁred plants; I think you could say that EVs are really
coal-powered.
A typical EV baEery weighs one thousand pounds. Those toxic materials require the
mining of over 30,000 pounds of ore just to make one baEery. By the way, did you
know that over 60% of the needed cobalt to make these baEeries is mined in the Congo? Their mines do not have the pollu<on controls that we do. Again not very
“green.” Let’s not even go into the human rights issues there. The United States uses
tons of these baEery types a year, and most are not recycled; they end up in landﬁlls.
California is the only state which requires all baEeries be recycled. What is “green”
about that?
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One last thought and I’ll get oﬀ my soapbox. What about all the internal combus<on engines that mine the ore, transport it
to the manufacturing plants, powers the
plants, how is the steel made; I could go
on. It is a deep rabbit hole. There is space
for this technology but the idea of banning
or elimina<ng the internal combus<on engine is not feasible with our current capabili<es. Besides, I just want to enjoy driving my cars where I want to go and not
have to pay $60.00 for a ﬁll-up. That’s another story. I hope to see you at the next
show or club ou<ng. Get out there and enjoy the drive.
___________________________________________________________________________

NEW MEMBERS

Ken & Sharon Gates of Brandon, MS with a 2008 Chevrolet Corvette

______________________________________________________
Tech Session is a hit!
MCC held its inaugural Tech Session at Tyer's Professional Auto Service on the 19th of February and it was a
hit. Club Sponsor and Member Pete Tyer lead the session. The focus of the session was hydraulic brakes.
Par<cipants learned about the diﬀerent types of hydraulic braking systems, manual and boosted. Pete explained how brake systems func<oned and the importance of maintaining them.
We learned about the diﬀerent types of ﬂuids and which ones to use depending on
the manufacture and applica<on. Pete emphasized the importance of regularly changing these ﬂuids along with properly bleeding the lines. He also described how drum
and disk brakes diﬀered. He touched on the diﬀerent types of brake pads, organic,
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semi-metallic, metallic, and
ceramic, and how they aﬀected stopping power. Pete even
provided lunch and drinks for
those in aEendance.Thank you
Pete for sugges<ng the idea of
the Tech Sessions and hos<ng
the ﬁrst one! Look for an announcement soon on the topic
and loca<on of our next Tech Session. - Henri

______________________________________________________

Grills of Mississippi offers one-stop shopping for everything related to grilling and
barbecuing. Located at 588 Highway 51 North in Ridgeland, MS. The store was established in 2015 and has grown so much that they had to relocate to their current
location back in 2019. The guys, Jonathan Huddleston and Tracy Hopson, built the
business from their hobby of competition barbecue cooking. Numerous trophies that
they have won are displayed around their store.
The store stocks grills, pellets, smoking woods, charcoal, and grilling accessories
year round. They also offer all of your outdoor entertainment needs from outdoor
kitchens to heating, delivery, servicing, and shipping (on most items.) They have the
nation's largest selection of over 650 rubs, sauces, marinades, and injections; the
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majority of them from local restaurants and barbecue teams from all over. The staff is able to help you
find whatever you need to make that perfect meal.
They have a large sample area for you to taste the
product before you take it home. Many businesses
get their catering from Grills of Mississippi for their
office luncheons and events. They are able to cater
many styles of events from office parties to weddings, the guys and their staff are able to deliver, set
up, and serve at your events.
Grills of Mississippi also offers cooking classes. The
classes include general knowledge, tips, seasoning
and cooking, and then a sit-down style dinner. The
classes make for a perfect date night, guys night
out, or business outing. The classes are offered
once a month and fill up quickly! When you visit
Grills of Mississippi, don't forget to stop by their
coolers and freezers. You can find many ready-to-go
options as well as many meat options. From hand-cut Iowa Premium Ribeyes, injected pork ribeyes, tri-tips, redfish, brisket, local beef, and much much more.

Whether you have been grilling for 20 years or just 20 minutes, their team will
be there to help you get going. They are open Monday-Friday 10am-6pm and on
Saturdays 9am-5pm! Just swing by and see them or give them a call 601.790.7980!
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FEBRUARY 2022 Cruise In
O’Reilly’s Madison, MS
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