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Hit The Brakes! 

(Henri Fuselier MCC President) 

One rainy a)ernoon not long ago, I was watching a 

western on TV.  Horses had broken away from a wag-

on. A man was riding it helter-skelter downhill and 

was straining hard on the wagon's brake lever. Dra-

maBc music and a close-up showed a smoking wood-

en block pressed against the spinning wagon wheel.  

Approaching a steep cliff, the hero managed to stop 

the wayward wagon and the grateful damsel hugged 

him in appreciaBon for saving their lives.  What does this have to do with cars?  Well, it 
Page  of  1 9



Mississippi Classic Cruisers February 2022

got me thinking about brakes and some work 

I needed to do on my ’88 SL Mercedes. 

Brakes improved quickly with the develop-

ment of the automobile.  While the first cars 

had similar wooden blocks mechanically ap-

plied to, steel-rimmed wooden wheels, things 

quickly changed. GoQlieb Daimler invented 

mechanical drum brakes. Daimler had theo-

rized that anchoring a cable-wrapped drum to 

the chassis of the vehicle could be used to 

stop the momentum, thus creaBng the first concept of the drum brake. The internal 

shoe brake was the first to be fixed inside the frame of the vehicle, an important inno-

vaBon in the history of braking systems.  While the Knox Company started installing 

hydraulic brakes on tractors in 1915, the first passenger car to be equipped with four-

wheel hydraulic brakes appeared in 1921 on the Model A Duesenberg. Carmakers as a 

group were not quick to adopt hydraulics. Ten years a)er the Model A Duesie, in 1931, 

only Chrysler, Dodge, Desoto, Plymouth, Auburn, Franklin, Reo, and Graham had hy-

draulic brakes. While disk brakes were patented in 1902 it wasn’t unBl the 1967 Eldo-

rado that they were used on producBon cars.  ABS was patented in the ’20s but The 

Jensen FF introduced in 1966 stood out as the first producBon car made with ABS.  

The future brakes for automobiles are  electro-magneBc. 

Most collector vehicles have either a hy-

draulic drum or disk brakes.  Care of these 

brake systems is important.  In conjuncBon 

with MCC sponsor Tyre AutomoBve, I am 

happy to announce the first MCC Tech Ses-

sion will be on hydraulic brakes.  It will be 

held on February 19th from 11-2 and is lim-

ited to 12 people.  Please email henri.fuseli-

er@gmail.com to make your reservaBon for 

the session.  I hope to see you at the next 

Club event.  UnBl then, get out and drive! 

- Henri 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW MEMBERS 
James  and Melissa Guice of Brandon - Vehicles: 1961 Ford Falcon Wagon

Cole and Charlotte Parkin of Madison -Vehicles: 17 Mode T Ford Racer,             

22 Model T Ford Peddlers Wagon, 29 Chevy International 4-door sedan

Jasper Welsch of Madison - Vehicles: 53 Jeep M38A1, 89 Chevy Blazer (military)

______________________________________________________

 

The Annual Business Meeting to review the 2021 activities of the MS Classic     
Cruisers was held Friday, January 21, 2022, beginning at 6:00 p.m., at McClain     
Resort and Restaurant, in Brandon, MS. There were twenty-one people present for 
the meeting. Roddy Merritt, 2021 President of MCC Board of Directors, opened the 
meeting and welcomed everyone.  He presented a brief discussion of the 2021 club 
activities which included remarks about the great success of the 2021 Scarecrow 
Cruise & Show.  He stated that he felt honored to have served as president of such a 
great organization of people who love cars as much as he does, and that he is    

Page  of  3 9



Mississippi Classic Cruisers February 2022

looking forward to another great year 
with MCC.  Roddy then introduced 
Henri   Fuselier, who will be serving 
as president of MCC Board of Direc-
tors for 2022.  

Henri was then honored with the 
“passing of the wrench” from the 
past president to the new president.  
Roddy surprised everyone with the 
purchase of a new and very large 
wrench to replace an older and   
perhaps a little rusty one.   

Henri then presided over the     business meeting.  His first action as 2022 president 
was to present   Roddy Merritt with a Certificate of Appreciation from MCC along with 
a “golden wrench” to have as a   keepsake. Henri Fuselier presented an Outlook of 
2022 club activities, some of which will be new 
to the club and some are traditional activities 
that are conducted each year.  Henri empha-
sized that MCC is a members’ club and has 
planned some activities that he hopes will en-
courage increased member involvement.                   
Below are the main ideas that were discussed: 
1. Tech Sessions – these sessions will be held 
throughout the year with the first one already 
scheduled for February 19th, at Tyre             
Automotive in Clinton.  The emphasis will be 
on hydraulic brakes.  There is a limit of 12-14 
persons that can attend this tech session, so 
reservations will need to be made, and the first members to sign up & guarantee at-
tendance will be accepted. 
2. Monthly Cruise-Ins will begin in February with the location to be announced on 
Facebook, the MCC website, and through personal emails to all members.  Cruise-
Ins will continue to be on the second Saturday of each month.   
3. 2022 Garage Tour – Mike Martin is making arrangements for the 2022 Garage 
Tour.  There will be three stops and will begin in Brookhaven at the garage of MCC 
member, Ken Walley.  Complete details will be announced well in advance of this 
tour. 
4. 2022 Road Trips – Henri has plans for at least two road trips in 2022.  Destinations 
being considered are the airport in Tallulah, LA, and another to the Steam Engine 
Foundry Museum in Meridian. 
5. 2022 Scarecrow – The dates are set for October 21-22, 2022, and these dates are 
on the list of the MS Planning Board for all car shows in the state.  Trunk or Treat will 
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once again be a part of Scarecrow which helps to foster love of classic vehicles in our 
younger generations. 
6. 2022 Focus On Membership – The current membership of MCC needs to be re-
energized through club activities, and we need a growth in membership.  Henri en-
couraged everyone present to speak to people we meet and talk with them about ve-
hicles and make an effort to recruit members. Henri suggested a way to encourage 
new members.  When someone joins MCC for the first time, if that person names 
who contacted him or her about joining then that MCC member would receive a 
$5.00 reduction on his/her 2023 membership dues.  No limit on the number of new 
members recruited by a current member will be set, so anyone could essentially have 
free membership for 2023.  This new idea was so well received, that board member 
Keith Anderson made a formal motion that MCC adopt this program.  Roddy Merritt 
seconded the motion; all present agreed.  A method of record keeping will be devel-
oped. 

Henri introduced Mike Martin, a charter 
member of MCC, as the speaker for the 
evening.  Mike gave an entertaining histo-
ry of how he became interested in classic 
cars and how that interest and love led 
him to now own Classic Restorations, 
LLC, an automotive repair and restoration 
company located in Ridgeland.  He began 
in 1956 when he moved to Crystal 
Springs, MS.  As he reached driving age 
he purchased, with the help of his Mother,  
his first car, a 1957 Chevy Bel Air.  Soon 
after that he met Bill Price, his friend now 
of 56 

years, and his true love of cars began.  Some of his 
vehicles through the years include a 1967 Olds 442, 
a 1971 Olds 442, a 1971 Chevy Chevelle, a 1953 
Chevy 210, a 1965 Corvette Coupe and many more!  
After a career as owner of an insurance business, 
Mike enrolled in Auto Body Repair at the Career Tech 
Center at Holmes CC.  He then built a garage in his 
backyard and began restoring his first vehicle, a 1961 
Desoto.  Classic Restorations, LLC was born, and the 

rest is history!   

His backyard garage outgrew his space, and the zon-
ing laws of The City of Madison, so Classic Restora-
tions, LLC moved to its current location in Ridgeland.  
Business is outgrowing that facility as well, and along 
with Mike McElroy as a partner, a new parcel of land 
has been acquired and a new facility will be construct-
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ed in the future.  Mike ended his presentation with the an-
nouncement that another charter member of MCC, Butch 
McKenzie, would have his 1968 Licensed Eleanor Tribute 
Mustang at Barrett Jackson auction in Scottsdale, AZ, on 
Saturday, January 29th and Mike with Butch, and wife, 
Olivia would be there. Newest sponsor of Scarecrow (Pic-
tured Here) Jonathan Huddelston, owner of Grills of MS 
was present and introduced by Henri as well. Jonathan and 
his family plan to be a big part of Scarecrow and our club. 

Henri thanked Mike for his presentation and left us all with this statement:  “THIS IS 
YOUR CLUB” 
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For Sale 
1933 Plymouth Five Window Coupe - $55,000 

The owner and builder of this fine 

1933 Plymouth Hot-Rod passed 

away in February 2021. His sur-

vivors intend to sell the car. This 

super nice Hot-Rod was built over 

a span of a several years from 

about 2006 through 2016. The car 

was eventually driven to some car 

shows and has about 5,400 miles 

on the engine/chassis and has only 

62,500 miles on it from new. The 

car has a metal body with fiber-

glass fenders. The paint is excep-

tional and is black with purple/ma-

roon "ghost flames". The interior is 

a custom tan leather with black ac-

cents that continues into the trunk. 

The interior is from Interiors By Shannon, a well known interior shop in Alexander City, Alabama. The 

car has been in the South it’s entire life having been bought new in Philadelphia, MS. 

The engine is a crate motor with about 5,400 miles on it. It is a Chevrolet 383 cubic inch "stroker" 

producing (per a plaque in the car) 425 horsepower. It runs very smooth, cranks well hot, and cruises 

effortlessly. Custom headers lead to Magnaflow mufflers through custom exhaust pipes. The trans-

mission is a 700R4 with an overdrive unit and similar mileage as the engine. Power is fed to the rear 

end by a Ford 9” differential, known widely for their toughness. The car has a Mustang coilover front 

end with rack and pinion power steering. The rear suspension is a 4 link coilover unit. Brakes are 

power disc by Wilwood on all 4 corners. Air conditioning/heat/defrost is through a Vintage Air unit. 

There is a custom Am/FM/Stereo with a CD player. The steering column is a tilt unit. The windows 

are power units and the trunk is also a power operated unit. The car comes with a custom “Coca-

Cola” box trailer which is painted to match the car. There are many spare parts for the car along with 

an extra hood. The deceased owner owned a car repair facility in Phoenix City, Alabama and that 

shop did some of the work on the hot rod. No expense was spared on the vehicle and total expendi-

tures exceeded $125,000. 

Please direct any inquires to Mike Martin at (601) 906-1196. The car is currently in Brandon, MS (lo-

cated near the intersection of I20 and I55 in mid Mississippi) and can been seen, inspected and dri-

ven there by calling to set up an appointment. Shipping can be arranged at buyers expense in addi-

tion to the selling price. 
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1973 Volkswagen Beetle - $20,000 
This fine VW was owned by a good guy who 

died Feb 2021. The deceased owner was a 

registered engineer. He had great plans for 

a full nut and bolt restoration on this VW 

and he had purchased over $20000+ worth 

of NEW PARTS (Not Used) for the VW. 

Many of the new parts he ordered did not 

need to be replaced. The previous owner 

just wanted EVERYTHING to be new. 

Everything from a new interior, to a set of new Weber carbs, to a brand new engine 

(there is nothing wrong with the engine that is in it but Jeff had plans for the car). The 

car runs, drives, and doesn't smoke or have any leaks. The undercarriage is clean 

enough to eat off of. Some of the new parts, like wheels, tires, exhaust, dash parts, 

radio, etc.. are already on the car. We intend to sell the car and the parts as one 

transaction. We have the parts   inventoried. 

1966 FORD F100 - $31,000 

THIS IS ONE OF THE NICEST 1966 F100 

TRUCKS IN THE SOUTHEAST. THE 

ORIGINAL OWNER PURCHASED IT NEW 

IN JONESBORO, ARKANSAS AND IT WAS 

PASSED DOWN TO THE ORIGINAL 

OWNER'S GRANDSON. IN 2020 IT WAS 

BROUGHT TO BRANDON, MISSISSIPPI. 

THE TRUCK HAD A COMPLETE FRAME-

OFF RESTORATION IN 1996, INCLUDING 

PAINT AND NEW INTERIOR AND SUS-

PENSION COMPONENTS. MILEAGE IS SAID TO BE ACTUAL. THE THREE 

SPEED, MANUAL TRANSMISSION SHIFTS AS IT SHOULD AND THE 240 IN-LINE 

6 CYLINDER ENGINE RUNS SMOOTHLY.  CUSTOM CAB FEATURES INCLUDE 

THE MEDIUM BEIGE CRUSHED VINYL SEAT, BLACK PADDED DASH, PADDED 

DOOR PANELS AND ARM RESTS. EQUIPMENT INCLUDED WINDSHIELD 

WASHERS, 4-WAY FLASHERS, AND SEAT BELTS. THIS TRUCK TURNS HEADS 

EVERYWHERE IT GOES AND HAS WON AT CAR SHOWS TOO.
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