
  
 

 

 

  

Upcoming MCC Events… 

 MCC February Cruise-In – Saturday, February 9th – Main Street - Madison, MS – 3pm 

 Cars Under The Stars – March 1st & 2nd – MS Trademart – Jackson, MS (flyer attached) 

 More Dates In The Upcoming Events and Show Flyers below! 
 

 

 
 

Mississippi Classic Cruisers is going to be part of the Dixie National 
Parade on Saturday, February 9th. The theme of this year's parade is 
"Genuine Mississippi".  If you would like to be part of the fun, please let 
us know so we can put you on the list.   
 
Check-in for the parade is by 9:30am on the morning of the 9th entering 
through Gate 1 located at the main gate at the Fairgrounds. 
 
Contact Betty Sue Adams at badams623@att.net if interested in 
participating. 

 
 
 

February 2019 Newsletter! 
MCC web site: www.msclassiccruisers.com 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/mississippiclassiccruisers 
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My name is Tom White and I am your new President for 2019.  I consider it an 
honor and privilege to serve as your President and am looking forward to an 
exciting year ahead.  You have an excellent Board of Directors who work hard for 
you during the year to plan for some great events and cruise-ins.  Since many of 
you may not know me as I am not originally from Mississippi, let me tell you a 
little about myself to help you get to know me better and I, in turn, will hope to 
get to know you better during the year.  
 
I am originally from North Carolina and am a 30 year Air Force retiree.  I also 
completed a 19 year career with the Federal Civil Service retiring in 2013 as the 
Region One Director of the Selective Service System headquartered in Great 
Lakes, Illinois.  I am married to the former Martha McCallum of New Hebron, 
Mississippi and that is what brought us back to this area.   
 
In all those years in the military and civil service I always looked for and joined 
car clubs in whatever area we were in and established strong friendships that 
exist today.  I have often said that “it is the cars that bring us together but it is 
the lasting bonds and friendships that keep us together”.   
 
Your Board is already at work planning a full year for you and one of the more 
exciting events will be the “Cars Under the Stars” Show on Friday and Saturday, 
March 1st and 2nd, 2019.  It will be held at the Mississippi Trade Mart at the 
Jackson Fairgrounds and is sponsored by the Mississippi Automobile 
Manufacturers Association (MAMA).  They are looking to our club to provide 
classic vehicles for the event and we, again this year, gladly accept the challenge. 
There will be an event Friday night with a speaker, yet to be announced, and 
some delicious food.  Last year the Governor himself was there with his 55 Chevy 
Nomad so it is an event you definitely will not want to miss.  We will share more 
details as they become available. Stay tuned and hang on Cruisers!  We have an 
exciting year planned for you!        Tom 



My name is Martha Ulmer and I am the field marketing 
coordinator for the Carlisle Corporation/Wendy’s.  We are 
sponsoring the Freestyle Reining event at the Dixie 
National Quarter Horse Show on February 15th in Jackson, 

MS.  We are looking for an antique or classic red convertible to use at the beginning of the 
show to drive Wendy around the arena with the other sponsors of the show.  I would love to 
speak to you about how we can make this happen.   You can reach me by email or call me 
at 901-530-0863.  

 

Clinton and Nicole Bankston  Brandon, MS              1969 Chevrolet Camaro 
            2014 Chevrolet Camaro 
Michael and Debra Gallaway  Madison, MS    1992 Mercedes Benz 500 SL  
Ed and Sue Gray    Madison, MS    1960 Chevrolet Impala  
Phong and Ai Mai Nguyen  Madison, MS    1973 Chevrolet Camaro 
 

 

tel:901-530-0863


Roosevelt's Limo 
 

Hours after Pearl Harbor was bombed on December 7, 1941, the Secret Service 
found themselves in a bind.  President Franklin D. Roosevelt was to give his Day 
of Infamy speech to Congress on Monday, and although the trip from the White 
House to Capitol Hill was short, agents weren't sure how to transport him safely. 
 
At the time, Federal Law prohibited buying any cars that cost more than $750, so 
they would have to get clearance from Congress to do that, and nobody had time 
for that. 
 
One of the Secret Service 
members, however, discovered 
that the US Treasury had seized 
the bulletproof car that mobster 
Al Capone owned when he was 
sent to jail in 1931.  They 
cleaned it, made sure it was 
running perfectly and had it 
ready for the President the next 
day. 
 
Al Capone's 1928 Cadillac V-8 "Al Capone" Town Sedan became the President's 
Limo in December 1941.  Mechanics are said to have cleaned and checked each 
feature of the Caddy well into the night of December 7th, to make sure that it 
would run properly the next day for the Commander in Chief.  And run properly it 
did. It had been painted black and green to look identical to Chicago's police cars 
at the time.  To top it off, the gangster's 1928 Cadillac Town Sedan had 3,000 
pounds of armor and inch-thick bulletproof windows.  It also had a specially 
installed siren and flashing lights hidden behind the grille, along with a police 
scanner radio. 

 
Footnote: The car sold at auction in 2012 for $341,000! 

 

 

 
 



The Story Of Two Hood Ornaments 
Story by MCC Member: Henri Fuselier 

  

If you are a Mopar fan you should know who Avard T. Fairbanks is and his contribution to 
automotive history. Who is he you say?  Let me tell you a story.  
  
Avard T. Fairbanks, a young artist, whose medium of choice was sculpture, arrived in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan in 1929.  He certainly did not have the money for a new car. An up and 
coming Chrysler corporation was nearby and Fairbanks thought he could offer to re-design 
their meager radiator cap into one befitting such an innovative company in exchange for a 
new car. He took several sketches and went knocking on the doors of the corporate office. 
He was told they were about to introduce an all-new Plymouth PA series, featuring Floating 
Power.  "The Smoothness of an Eight with the Economy of a Four” was the advertising pitch. 
Could he symbolize that in a radiator cap ornament? 
  
Fairbanks designed a mermaid coming up out of a swirling wave...then gave her the wings of 
an eagle. The mermaid was a hit: Floating Power, indeed!  Over the years, these radiator 
caps have come to be known as “the Flying Lady”.  In return for his work on the little 
mermaid, Fairbanks was paid with a red 1932 Chrysler Royal Eight. 
   
Avard Fairbanks’ work for the Chrysler Corporation was not over, however.  As he recalled in 
a Southwest Art magazine:  "One evening I got an urgent call from the engineers at Dodge 
automobile company asking me to meet them in ten minutes. They explained that they had 
10,000 cars that needed hood ornaments and that they wanted something as attractive as 
the ornament on a Rolls Royce, but for the cheapest car! I took along my clay and an animal 
book by my friend William Hornaday and spent the next several days at their headquarters.  
They brought in food and a couch and I went to work." 
  
He suggested a mountain lion, a tiger, a jaguar and other animals. Finally, he started 
modeling a mountain sheep. When the engineers read that the ram was the “master of the 
trail and not afraid of even the wildest of animals,” they became enthusiastic about the 
symbol. Walter P. Chrysler wasn’t as convinced.  "Fairbanks, what does a ram have to do 
with Dodge cars?"   
  
Fairbanks replied, "It is sure-footed; it’s the King of the Trail; it won’t be challenged by 
anything.” They nodded their heads. Then, with a bit of corny humor, added, “And if you 
were on the trail and saw that ram charging down on you, what would you think? —
DODGE!” To which Walter Chrysler excitedly replied “That’s it! The ram goes on the Dodge!” 
 

 
 
 



Race Car Extravaganza January 5-6, 2019 – Jackson, MS 
For more photos, visit www.facebook.com/mississippiclassiccruisers 

Photos by MCC Member Barry Schmidt 
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 MCC February Cruise-In – Saturday, February 9th – Main Street - Madison, MS – 3pm 

 Dixie National Parade – Saturday, February 9th – Gate 1 – 9:30am – Fairgrounds 

 41st Dixie Rod Run – March 15th – 16th – Trustmark Park – Pearl, MS (flyer attached) 

 Cars Under The Stars – March 1st & 2nd – MS Trademart – Jackson, MS (flyer attached) 
 

To place a free ad or to change/cancel your current ad, please contact Burton Doss at 601-
940-1282 or by E-Mail at bdoss@1010group.com.  You can also send a letter to MCC, P. O. 
BOX 592, MADISON, MS 39130.  Submission deadline for changes, deletions, and/or 
additions for the February 2019 newsletter will be February 19th.  Please don’t be late! 
 
All ads will be canceled after three (3) months unless canceled by you earlier and are 
limited to five lines and must be automotive related.  Photos are welcome but must be sent 
by email along with your ad. 

 
Automotive services available from some of our great MCC Sponsors: 

 

 Complete auto/boat upholstery, Juan’s Upholstery in Raymond.  Call Juan or Maribel 
Melo at 601-376-0005 or email maribelmelo@bellsouth.net. 

 Specializing in repairs and upgrades to your classic car or truck.  Tyer’s Professional Auto 
Service in Clinton at 601-924-4165. 

 Glass for home or auto, Venable Glass Services.  Ridgeland and Brandon locations.  Call 
owner Roger Venable at 601-605-4443. 

 T-shirts, banners, signs, mugs, pens, hats, printing, business cards and all kinds of 
marketing / promotional items.  Printables & More, 101-B First Choice Drive, Madison, 
MS (located in Gluckstadt).  Contact owners Debra and Mike Gallaway at 601-898-1790. 

 Paint and body work, all classic and late model vehicles.  Contact your local Capitol Body 
Shop Manager.  

 Contact Richard Newman at Storage Depot for all your storage needs.  601-856-5650 or 
visit his web site at www.storagedepotms.com. Be sure to tell Richard that you are a member 
of the Mississippi Classic Cruisers.  

 Check out White Rhino Fabrication for all your specialty designs and fabrication needs for 
your current and future projects.  Contract Chris Brown at 601-397-1118. 

 If you are searching for replacement parts for your current daily driver or a hard to find project 
car, contact Pull-A-Part at (601) 949-8490 or visit their website www.pullapart.com 

mailto:bdoss@1010group.com
mailto:maribelmelo@bellsouth.net
http://www.storagedepotms.com/
http://www.pullapart.com/


 


