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What is the car community?

(Henri Fuselier MCC President)

A couple of Sundays ago, I woke up to a beau7ful crisp spring morning. Cars and
Coﬀee, in Ridgeland, was scheduled for that day. I thought it would be a great 7me to
take my ’88 560 SL that I have been restoring. It had been struggling with hesita7on
and I seemed to have solved the issue. I uncovered the car, hopped in, and it ﬁred
right up! The smile on my face got even bigger. When I got to the front of my
neighborhood and pulled out onto Hwy 51, the car did not miss a beat. Another
smile, because this was a spot where the hesita7on was prevalent. The car was
running strong. I stopped to get gas and my smile turned into a frown.
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$4.35 a gallon for the premium that the car
takes! When the car started right back up
and smoothly pulled onto the road again,
the pain of the pump price was forgoPen.
I pulled into the CC’s Coﬀee and got the car
parked. With the good weather, the cars
were streaming in. One of our new
members, Daniel, parked his Euro 500SL
next to me and the cars were geUng lots of
looks. We had a great 7me talking with the
spectators and other owners. I thought, “this is what cruise-ins are all about!” I was
soon to learn more about this thought.
With an early ﬂight for work Monday morning, I had several things to do at home
before going out of town. Reluctantly I needed to leave. Jumping into the SL, turned
the key, the starter engaged……the car would not start. Tried again, no joy. Daniel
asked if I needed help. With his assistance, I quickly determined that the fuel pumps
that I had to replace with new ones, were not running. From past research, I thought,
most likely, the fuel pump relay had failed. Without hesita7on, Daniel said he would
take me to the auto parts store down the road. That turned into trying three diﬀerent
stores. They were all closed.
On the way back to the car I was thinking
about calling for the big hook, and how
embarrassing it was going to be to have a tow
truck take me from the meet. Back at the car,
new Club Sponsor Johnathan Huddleston,
with Grills of Mississippi, was checking out the
car. When he heard that it was not star7ng
and that I was geUng ready to call for the tow,
he said, “don’t do that, I have my trailer just
down the street at the store. We will help”.
He called his son Caden over and the next thing I knew we were in his truck heading to
get the trailer. When we got back with the trailer, some folks had to move their cars
for us to posi7on the trailer in front of the SL; all happy to do so. Several more helped
push the car up onto the trailer. All were happy to help and with encouraging words
about geUng the car running again. Strapped down, the car road the trailer from the
event, and the biggest smile of the day on my face.
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This is what the car community is all about; sharing your ride with others who
appreciate them. It’s the willingness to help others to get these old pieces of history
back on the road, like Daniel, Johnathan, and Caden did by dropping what they were
doing to help a fellow car enthusiast in need. Thank you guys for the help and encouragement.

Show & Cruise-in season is in full swing. Spring is in the air and everyone is looking
to get out. With so much going on, we wanted to highlight the events that we highly
suggest and plan to be at, including our events. Be sure to keep up with any and all
emails that come through, as well as keep up with our efforts on Facebook and
our website.
The April Cruise-In on Saturday, April 9th, is at Holmes Community College in Ridgeland located at 412 West Ridgeland Avenue, Ridgeland, MS from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00
p.m. We always change to later hours when daylight savings time goes into effect.
Other Events:
4/2/2022 Classic Car/Truck & Motorcycle Show – Picayune, MS
4/2/2022 Bethesda Baptist Youth Car Show – Terry, MS
4/9/2022 Rolling Thru Roosevelt – Roosevelt State Park – Morton, MS
4/23/2022 Southern Hospitality Open Car Show – Edgewater Mall Biloxi, MS
4/23/2022 Cruisin The Backroads – Down Home Cruisers – Pucket, MS
4/23/2022 The ARC Northwest 2nd Annual Car Show - Olive Branch, MS
Thearcnwms.org
4/23/2022 Natchez Euro Fest 2022 – Natchez, MS
4/30/2022 Star Baptist Church – Star, MS
4/30/2022 Natchez Trace Festival Gasoline Alley – Kosciusko, MS
4/29-5/1/2022 45th NSRA Western Street Rod Nationals – Bakersfield, CA
4/29-5/2/2022 Blue Suede Cruise – Tupelo, MS
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Curiosity Stream documenting Harley Earl
GM's '54 Oldsmobile concept car
The 1954 Olds F-88 is a
timeless work of art and
engineering. It languished
in obscurity for decades
of time until now…

Page 4 of 7

Mississippi Classic Cruisers

April 2022

Not surprisingly, it was GM's mid-century dream team leaders who were responsible
and funded this and thirty odd other one-of-a-kind concept cars during the 1950s inside the Styling Section of General Motors. In the late fifties, Harley Earl, Bill Mitchell,
Ken Pickering and Zora Duntov were creating a
roadster for Oldsmobile. They began the project
by designing several showcars which were
breathtaking and daring, especially compared to
the Oldmobile aesthetic. Due to the poor sales of
the Corvette, the car which inspired these GM
Concepts, the F-88 project was cancelled at the
conceptual phase.

Before that time however, four very
unique Oldsmobiles were completed.
At the 2005 Barrett-Jackson Auction, the
sole surviving F-88 concept car sold for
$3,240,000 USD. The General Motors
concept car lasted through a fierce bidding war to become the highest selling car
ever at the Barrett-Jackson auction. Each
one of these concept cars deserves a
video like this one.
Click here to watch: https://youtu.be/Jz1hEcgsSP8

New Members
Daniel Ryan from Clinton - Vehicle: 1981 Mercedes 500 SL
Morgan Larkins from Clinton - Vehicle: 1987 Mazda RX-7
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March 2022 Cruise In
Grills of Mississippi
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