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NEWSLETTER 
WELCOME TO 2020!

Greetings all!   
(Tom White MCC President) 
Welcome to 2020. Sure hope you had a great Christmas and New Year’s celebration. We closed out 2019 
in grand fashion. The Madison Christmas Parade brought out some beautiful cars and trucks for all to see 
on December 7th, as did the Brandon Car Show on December 14th. We also had a good turnout at our 
annual Christmas party at the Jackson Yacht Club on December 14th. After a delicious meal fit for a 
king, we gave out the checks to our charities from the proceeds of the 2019 Scarecrow Car Show. We 
presented a check for $10,000 to Mississippi SIDS and Infant Safety Alliance and a check for $6,000 to 
the Hope Hollow Ministries. This made all the hard work by so many in putting on the show justified and 
well worth the efforts.  Then we proceeded to a spirited game of Dirty Santa where the stuffed Santas and 
reindeer seemed to be the most popular and were just about worn out before they found their final home.  
  
For us Corvette fans, Thursday, November 14th, saw the production of the last C7 Corvette as it rolled 
off the line at 3:10 pm. The car had already been sold for $2.7 million at Barrett Jackson Auction to Dan 
Snyder. The second to the last car was sold to Ivan Schrodt of Sherwood, WI who took delivery of the 
car and immediately handed over the keys to the National Corvette Museum for permanent display. The 
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upcoming 2020 Mid-Engine Corvette has been selected by Motor 
Trend Magazine as the Car of the Year-and they haven’t even 
made the first production car for sale yet! 
  
Some of you may have seen the recent introduction of the new all 
electric Tesla Truck. During the introduction ceremony Tesla was 
going to show how indestructible the truck was by having 
someone throw a large rock at the driver door glass. They did but 
the glass shattered!  Not to be deterred, Tesla instructed the person 
to throw another large rock at the rear truck door glass. They did 
that and it too shattered! I guess it is back to the drawing board!   

Did you hear that changing the oil in the new Bugatti Veyron costs 
$21,000?  And there are no fewer than 17 drain plugs!  For the 
auction followers, a 1962 Ferarri 250, one of only 36 ever made, 
was auctioned off for $44 million in 2018-and it didn’t even have 
the original 5-speed transmission!  And by the way another of the 
original 36 was reportedly sold for $70 million!    

Back to our Corvette nuts, back in 1989, 36 from the Peter Max 
collection were given away to one winner. Now 30 years later 
these restored Corvettes will be given away again by donating to 
the National Guard Educational Foundation. For information 
visit CORVETTEHEROES.COM.   
  
Now be sure to make your plans to be at our upcoming Classic 
Cruisers Business Meeting on Friday, January 10th at 6:00 pm at 
Mama Hamil’s Restaurant. Just pay when you go in for that 
scrumptious buffet and proceed to the room in the back. Hope to 
see you there!  Now in closing remember that the “Good Old 
Days” were neither “good” nor “old”.  

Happy motoring and keep the shiny side up!    
  
Citroen's WW II Sabotage
You’re likely unaware that this year is the 100th anniversary of Citroën.  While doing some research I happened to stumble 
upon a fascinating bit of wartime Citroën lore.  It involves screwing with Nazis in a genuinely clever and subtle way that 
nevertheless had big repercussions.  I'll explain.   

So, when France was occupied by the Germans in 1940, major French factories like Citroën were forced to produce 
equipment for the Nazis.  Citroën president Pierre-Jules Boulanger knew he couldn't just refuse to produce anything, but 
he also knew there's no way in hell he's going to just roll over and build trucks for a bunch of filthy Nazis.  Pierre had a 
plan. 


John Reynold's book Citroën 2CV describes Boulanger's sabotage efforts.  Of course, he instructed workers to set a nice, 
leisurely pace when building trucks (likely Citroën T45 trucks) for the Wehrmacht, but that's fairly obvious.  What was 
brilliant was Boulanger's idea to move the little notch on the trucks' oil dipsticks that indicated the proper level of oil down 
just a bit lower. By moving the notch down, the trucks would not have enough oil, but German mechanics would have no 
idea, because, hey, the little notch on the dipstick says its just fine.  Then, after the truck has been used for a while and is 
out deployed somewhere crucial, “whammo” the engine seizes 
up, and you've got a lot of angry, stranded, vulnerable Nazis, 
balling up their little fists and madly barking curses in German. 


It's such a fantastic act of sabotage: it's extremely cheap to 
implement, it's subtle, there's no way to see something amiss is 
happening as the trucks are being built, and it delivers its blow 
away from the site of the sabotage and when it will cause the 
most inconvenience and trouble. That's some mighty good 
sabotaging, Pierre. Happy 100th Anniversary, Citroën. The free 
world thanks you!
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Mississippi Classic Cruisers Christmas Party                   
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MCC President Tom White opened the evening Delicious food from The Yacht Club

Presenting Hope Hollow with their check
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Presenting MS SIDS with their check

We had fun playing dirty Santa 
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5 math formulas car nuts can actually use
Math is far from the most 
popular subject for many 
car folks. Who wants to be 
scribbling when you could 
be driving? The reality is, 
though, that there are a 
few formulas that come in 
handy. You might not 
even realize you know 
some of them, simply 
because you rarely write 
them out. We won’t 
demand you show your 
work, but here are a few 
formulas that just might 
help you on your next 
project.  

Gear ratio
You hear these numbers 
thrown around a lot in 
conversation, especially in 
the domain of performance 
vehicles. The final drive ratio describes the relationship between the 
number of turns of the input (the driveshaft) and the output (the 
axle/s). A simple example is 3:1, where for each three turns of the 
driveshaft the driven axle(s) spins once. Place a mark on the input to 
the differential and rotate the wheel one revolution, counting the 
times the mark on the input completes a full turn. Other common 
examples are 4.10:1, 3.55:1, or 2.73:1.  
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 Thank You from Hope Hollow 
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Upcoming Events  
Central MS Cars & Coffee  
01/05/20 
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Our Sponsors
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