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Happy New Year 
(Roddy Merritt MCC President) 

Hello all and welcome to a new year. 
I’ve started to write this address to 
you all many times. I’ve asked myself 
many times, “how did I end up here in 
this position and what do I say?” I 
guess the best thing to do is introduce 
myself and help you all get to know me 
a little better. Wow what an honor. The 
best way to do that, is to tell you all my 
“car story”. My name is Roddy Merritt 
and I was born and raised in Laurel, 
MS. I was born an early 80’s baby and 

well, as most of you know, that wasn’t 
the greatest time for cars, especially if you were a car enthusiast. Growing up my dad 
was a lover of Mopars, but my Grandfather was a die hard Ford guy. I’ll never forget 
the day my Grandmother got rid of her Lincoln Town Car for a Mercedes. I think it’s 
the closest to a divorce they ever came. Being born in the early 80’s and really 
learning about cars in the early 90’s, meant I was 
heavily exposed and introduced to the high 
performing and growing popularity of Japanese 
sports cars like the Toyota Supra, Mazda MX-5 and 
RX7, or Nissan 300ZX’s and Acura/Honda NSX’s. 
There were also domestic cars that were an interest 
to me, like the Dodge Viper, which was part of this 
young boys dream car list. Even though the Japanese 
sports cars of the 90’s might have been all the rage, I 
was still raised to love a good ole American V8.  
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So, when it came time for me to get my driver’s 
license, my dad asked me what kind of car I 
wanted. Well that was easy, because I felt like I 
had only been thinking about this important 
decision my entire life. I told my dad I had 2 
cars in mind. I either wanted a 1977 Pontiac 
Trans Am, just like from “Smokey and The 
Bandit” or a 1987 Chevy El Camino SS. My dad 
laughed and said, “You’re not getting a car with 
a V8”. After much negotiating and with tons of 
test drives, my first car ended up being a 1990 

Ford Taurus SHO. I can tell you this, that car was a trooper and survived several 
years of a young teenager who wanted to be a race car driver.   

I’ve only had two passions in life; music and cars. Most of my life I have pursued a 
music career and that was what eventually lead me to the Jackson, Mississippi area. I 
attended Belhaven University and attained a Bachelors of Music with an emphasis in 
Music Business, but the car bug bit, shortly after I graduated and now it’s all I do. For 
over a year now, I have teamed up with The Vault, a Collector Car Dealership in 
Jackson, Mississippi, where I help manage sales and marketing. It’s been an amazing 
experience. Along with the day job, I am also the founder of the Mississippi Miata 
Club.Over 3 years ago, this Mazda Miata won me over and since then, I have owned, 
built, and sold over 15 different 
Miatas, Including getting to be 
invited to Laguna Secca for a 
documentary about the newest 
Miata. But wait, there’s more. I 
also created my own production 
company and in 2017, I began 
hosting my own car shows in the 
area. I have been working off and 
on in the automotive world since 
2002, and have held every job in a 
dealership, besides being the 
owner. I truly love the automobile 
and I’m honored to be your 2021 
MCC President.   
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If you want to buy Packard, ask the man who owns it!

No, that’s not a typo, it’s Packard that’s for sale, not “a Packard.” Did you know that there are holding 

companies that specialize in reviving what are known as “distressed brands,” which is to say, brand names 

that due to either corporate error or neglect are no longer top-shelf goods? That’s because brand equity lasts 

forever. There are hundreds of millions of people born after 1966, when the nameplate was last attached to 

newly assembled automobiles (in either 

Canada or Israel, it’s a complicated 

story), who recognize the name 

Studebaker. Likewise, although the 

Beatles’ hairstyles may have made 

men’s hair products uncool for half a 

century, plenty of baby boomers 
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remember Brylcreem and its slogan, “A little 

dab’ll do ya!” People also still remember the 

humorous Burma Shave roadside signs, which 

may mean there’s an opportunity to be had; 

that brand’s longtime competitor, Barbasol, has 

been rejuvenated and is now a market leader. 

You might ask, if Studebaker still has brand 

equity, why has nobody ever tried to revive that 

brand? Well, to begin with, having a cosmetics 

manufacturer package a legacy recipe under contract isn’t quite the same as investing a billion dollars in a 

new mass-market automotive platform, plus another billion or so if that new platform is going to have a new 

engine to go with it. The risk is much higher. Recently, the 1956 Packard Predictor, the last concept car 

Packard ever made, was looked at. Although it didn’t save Packard, it did portend many automotive styling 

trends of the 1960s. Studebaker tried to save itself by merging with Packard, but the automakers’ combined 

red ink gave them an even lower chance of succeeding against the Big 3. In the late 1970s, Lima, Ohio-based 

customizer and coachbuilder Budd Bayliff reregistered the Packard trademark and started using it for 

Buick Rivieras, Mercury Cougars, Ford Crown Victorias, and even some hearses that he graced with an 

approximation of Packard’s signature “tombstone” or “horse-collar” grille.After some years, a Canadian by 

the name of Roy Gullickson enters the scene. A former farmer and pilot who had worked as an engineer for 

truck maker White Motor Car and tractor maker Massey-Ferguson, Gullickson co-founded a farm 

equipment company in Alberta called Keho Products and made it successful enough that he sold his share in 

it for $2 million in 1992. That same year, Gullickson 

purchased the rights to the Packard brand from 

Packard Bayliff Coach for $50,000. Gullickson and 

former Packard engineer Lawrence Johnson, working 

with another four engineers and technicians, developed 

a 119-inch wheelbase aluminum spaceframe chassis 
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that used state-of-the-art high-

strength aluminum extrusions. 

Suspension parts were also made 

from aluminum and tested with dye 

penetrant and X-rays to ensure 

strength. Power was supplied by a 

525-cubic-inch, all-aluminum V-12 

from Falconer Racing Engines, that 

produced 573 horsepower. The one-

off 1999 Packard Twelve prototype is a large car, but due to all of that aluminum it weighs just 3750 pounds, 

which explains the claimed 0-60 mph time of just 4.8 seconds and an ability to do the quarter mile in 12.5 

seconds. In their day, Packards were America’s leading luxury car, and Gullickson had his 12 prototype 

fitted appropriately, with a full-leather interior, hand-finished walnut veneers and trim, power seats, 

windows and locks, along with climate control, and fully functional modern instrumentation (with a 1930s 

aesthetic look). The prototype was completed in 1998. Original reports said that the concept vehicle cost 

Gullickson $800,000 to build though he later revised that figure to $1.5 million. Hemmings quotes him as 

saying, “and that doesn’t include my time.” Gullickson showed the Twelve extensively in 1999, at car shows 

and Packard events celebrating the centennial of the company’s founding in 1899 in Warren, Ohio. In 2008 

he put a $1.5 million price on the entire package, including the one-off Packard Twelve, related engineering 

materials, and rights to the Packard brand. Gullickson said he had a few tire kickers, but nothing solid ever 

happened. “We always had a lot of interest, but no combination of interest and capability,” he said. In 2014, 

Gullickson and his wife sold the prototype Packard Twelve separately. If you have dreams of owning a car 

company, rights to the Packard Motor Car Company are still for sale. According to Gullickson, you had 

better move fast. “We have had serious inquiries and we are currently working on one which we expect to 

close early next year,” he told us. When asked what advice he’d give to anyone contemplating starting their 

own car company, Gullickson had sound guidance. “I would advise them to have a good chunk of funds to 

begin with and bring in funding partners with good and extensive experience automotive-wise.” 

Page  of  5 8



Mississippi Classic Cruisers January 2021

Classic Car Christmas 
The Vault - 12/19/2020 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Be sure to follow us on Facebook for all event updates 

MCC ANNUAL MEETING IS JANUARY 14 
ONLINE ONLY!!! 
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